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Swept Away
I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. – 
Isaiah 44:22

When he invented the pencil eraser, British engineer Edward Nairne was 
reaching instead for a piece of bread. Crusts of bread were used then, 
in 1770, to erase marks on paper. Picking up a piece of latex rubber by 
mistake, Nairne found it erased his error, leaving rubberised “crumbs” 
easily swept away by hand.

With us too the worst errors of our lives can be swept away. It’s the Lord—
the Bread of Life—who cleans them with His own life, promising never to 
remember our sins. “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for 
my own sake,” says Isaiah 43:25, “and remembers your sins no more.”

This can seem to be a remarkable fix—and not deserved. For many, it’s 
hard to believe our past sins can be swept away by God “like the morning 
mist.” Does God, who knows everything, forget them so easily?

That’s exactly what God does when we accept Jesus as our Saviour. 
Choosing to forgive our sins and to “[remember them] no more,” our 
heavenly Father frees us to move forward. No longer dragged down 
by past wrongs, we’re free of debris and cleaned up to serve, now and 
forever.

Yes, consequences may remain. But God sweeps sin itself away, inviting us 
to return to Him for our clean new life. There’s no better way to be swept 
away.

Taken from a devotion by Patricia Raybon, https://odb.org

Submitted by Emma Arnold

Upcoming Events
WEEK 7
THU 14 MARCH
• Scholastic Book Club orders close

WEEK 8
MON 18 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Yrs 3-6
• CS Enrichment Day at GGLPS

TUE 19 MARCH
• Sports Day Sprints

WED 20 - 22 MARCH
• Year 5 Camp (Aldinga)

WED 20 MARCH
• Harmony Day - Casual Day

WEEK 9
MON 25 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Yrs 3-6

TUE 26 MARCH
• Sports Day Long Distance
• School Tour 6:15pm

WED 27 MARCH
• Class Carer Morning Tea

FRI 29 MARCH
• Sports Day Team Bonding

https://odb.org


INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Ash Wednesday Pop Up Library

From the Principal
YEAR 3 CAMP
Our Year 3 students are currently on camp – it was 
great to see such an energetic group heading off to 
their first St Paul camp offsite. School camps are a 
valuable way to promote resilience, develop strong 
social bonds amongst the class and for teachers 
to get to know students in a more informal setting. 
Woodhouse in particular encourages students to work 
as a team and to step just outside their comfort zone 
with physical challenges in a controlled environment. 
I thank all parent volunteers, teachers and additional 
staff members for their willingness to head into the 
‘bush’ (dormitory/cabin-style) to give our students an 
adventure that they will remember for many years to 
come.

STAFFING NEWS
Our SPLASH Director, Miss Rebecca Heinjus, is currently 
away unwell, and will be in hospital for a number of 
weeks for treatment. In the interim period, Dianne 
Brown is available during the afternoons for SPLASH 
communication: splash@stpaulba.sa.edu.au. Dianne 
is being supported by a fantastic SPLASH staff group, 
as well as by the school leadership staff. Vacation care 
planning is well underway and we will keep families 
informed with additional information soon. Please join 
us in praying for a speedy recovery for Rebecca and we 
hope to see her back in Term 2. Please don’t hesitate 
to contact me or Mr Jason Fay should you have any 
queries about this.

Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
SCHOOL AT ST PAUL: 21ST CENTURY LEARNING. 
I cringe a little bit now when I hear the phrase 21st 
Century Learning (21stCL). It was originally a phrase 
used to describe the need for change in schools due to 
the change in economies, but it quickly became a buzz 
phrase (accompanied by air quotation marks) used by 
those who didn’t truly understand its implications. 

This is a major difficulty with educational change. Too 
many schools, educators, consultants and not least of 
all educational furniture manufacture’s, use phrases like 
21stCL to brand and promote and the substance and 
commitment doesn’t follow. The other problem is the 
amount of ‘answers’ that are out there. The market is 
flooded with 20 and 30 something educational ‘experts’ 
looking to cash in on schools looking for direction.

Ultimately this can lead to us losing focus on why 
schools/education must change. And it must. 
But instead of me telling you why, I’ll leave it to 
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, a global, intergovernmental economic 
organisation and their paper ‘The Future of Education 
and Skills 2030 project’. If you have time, I urge you 
to read it as it presents a complex subject simply and 
succinctly.

“Education has a vital role to play in developing the 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that enable 
people to contribute to and benefit from an inclusive 
and sustainable future. Learning to form clear and 
purposeful goals, work with others with different 
perspectives, find untapped opportunities and identify 
multiple solutions to big problems will be essential in 
the coming years. Education needs to aim to do more 
than prepare young people for the world of work; it 
needs to equip students with the skills they need to 
become active, responsible and engaged citizens.”

This is the future of education and it demands a greater 
focus on humanity than ever before. And who better to 
achieve this than a Christian school?

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

mailto:splash@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
https://www.oecd.org/education/2030/E2030%20Position%20Paper%20(05.04.2018).pdf
https://www.oecd.org/education/2030/E2030%20Position%20Paper%20(05.04.2018).pdf


From the Wellbeing Leader
HARMONY DAY- WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH
Students are invited to wear their cultural dress 
or something orange on Wednesday 20 March to 
celebrate Harmony Day. The Year 5 students (who 
begin their Year 5 camp on this day) will have a cultural 
day later in the term to align with a current unit. More 
information regarding special activities will be outlined 
in next week’s Inspire.

SNACK FOR HARMONY DAY
Nachos is on the menu for Harmony Day (afternoon 
break). Look out for a yellow order form that came 
home yesterday. The form and correct money is to be 
placed in a sealed envelope and given to the canteen 
by Friday 15 March.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
SAPSASA SWIMMING NEWS
Results for SAPSASA swimming have been delivered. 
A big congratulations to the squad who attended the 
day and took home an overall 3rd placing within the 12 
schools that competed. 

We extend our congratulations to the following 
students who have been selected to attend this years 
State Swimming Championship on March 28. Archie 
Kretschmer, Milika Hussaini, India Langmead, Xenia 
Salupalu and Seb Duff. We look forward to hearing 
results of this upcoming event. A special thank you 
to parents that volunteered their time to help with 
scoring/timing on the day of the event.

Jess Lampshire |Sports Coordinator

APP NEWS
You can now find the Canteen Menu under the 
“QUICK LINKS” tab on the St Paul app. The app is also 
a convenient way to inform the school of a student 
absence. Just be sure to put a reason, eg. feeling unwell, 
family day ect. If your child is going to be away for 5 
days or more, you will need to fill out an Excemption 
Form. These can be obtained from the office.
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
ST PAUL CELEBRATION WORSHIP
Our St Paul Celebration Worship Service is coming up on Sunday 24 March 
at 10am. Our theme is ‘Experience Forgiveness’.  Straight after the service 
at 11am we have an Experience Forgiveness Event in the Hall for families 
and children to participate in and enjoy.  All school and church families are 
warmly invited to attend. Please bring along a gold coin for some of the 
activities/food stalls.

If your children would like to b involved in the service, to do readings, 
prayers and/or be involved in a short drama, please let me know. We are 
starting rehearsals at Break times in the lead up to the day.  Please return 
your permission slips as soon as you can to the front office. 

ASH WEDNESDAY TODAY – THE START OF LENT
Last week at St Paul we celebrated the start of Lent with an opportunity 
for our students and staff to participate in an ash and oil painting activity.  
Students were encouraged to think about sin and how we are forgiven 
through the death of Jesus on the cross.  You may have even noticed a 
mark of the cross on your child when they got home!!  Thank you to St Paul 
congregation members Fay Belcher, Dennis Clark and Emma Birch for their 
time and assistance. 

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday of 
the month during school terms. Our next SPY is this Friday 15 March.  Time 
7:00pm-9:00pm. Cost is $2.00 Boys please bring supper to share.  Any 
inquiries please contact Nicole Hall on 0412 686 342.

BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS
Our Hearts and Hands Women’s Fellowship is supporting Backpacks for 
SA Kids again this year.  This organisation helps children and teens who 
are suddenly displaced from family or find 
themselves in traumatic situations.  Over the 
coming months, Backpacks for SA Kids are 
hoping for donations and in March we are 
collecting small torches.  If you are able to 
donate for this great cause, please add your 
items to the collection area at our School 
Reception and it will be added to the Church 
collection.  Thank you so much for your support.


